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Christianity first came to 
Britain at the end of the 
Roman period but most 

Christians were pushed out 
of Britain when the Romans 

left. 

Many people in Ireland were 
Christians when the Anglo-
Saxons first came to Britain. 

They wanted to spread 
Christianity to other 

places. 

St Columba set up a 
monastery in Iona, a small 

island off the coast of 
Scotland. The monks of Iona 

converted many of the 
Scots to Christianity. 

St Aidan was sent from 
Iona to set up a monastery 
on the island of Lindisfarne 

in the north of Britain. 
From here, many people 

were converted. 

When an Anglo-Saxon 
became a Christian, they 

were baptised in a river or 
stream. 

Some Anglo-Saxon kings 
became Christians, such as 
Aethelbert of Kent. King 

Raedwald of East Anglia did 
convert too but kept some of 

his pagan traditions. 

Christians wanted to convert 
the Anglo-Saxons so that 
they would go to heaven 

when they died. They believed 
those who weren’t Christians 

would go to hell. 

Pope Gregory I sent St 
Augustine and a group of 
monks to England from 

Italy in 596 to convert the 
Anglo-Saxons to 

Christianity. 
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Anglo-Saxons were buried 
with lots of objects known 
as grave goods, such as pots, 

weapons, games and 
clothing. They believed they 
would use them in the after-

life. 

Christians believe that 
when you die you go to 

Heaven. You do not need 
objects in Heaven so they did 
not bury people with grave 

goods. 

Anglo-Saxons buried people 
in lots of different 

positions, such as crouched, 
on their side or on their 

front. 

Christians buried people 
shrouded in cloth. They laid 
them out flat on their backs 

with their legs stretched out. 
They laid their hands on their 

chests. 

Anglo-Saxons laid their 
dead out in different 

positions but often laid 
them north to south.

Christians buried people so 
that they were oriented 

east to west so that they 
were facing the Holy Land. 

In April, the Anglo-Saxons 
had a festival to honour the 

goddess of Spring, Eostre. 
The Christian festival of 

Easter takes its name from 
this festival. 

By the end of the Anglo-
Saxon period, Britain was 

a Christian country. 
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MONDAY was named 
after the Anglo-Saxon 

god Moon. 

TUESDAY was named 
after the Anglo-Saxon 

god Tiw. 

WEDNESDAY was named 
after the Anglo-Saxon 

god Woden. 

THURSDAY was named 
after the Anglo-Saxon 

god Thor. 

FRIDAY was named after 
the Anglo-Saxon god 

Frigg. 

Saturday is the only day of 
the week that was not 
named after an Anglo-

Saxon god. It was named 
after the Roman god 

Saturn. 

SUNDAY was named after 
the Anglo-Saxon god Sun. 

Anglo-Saxons believed in 
lots of different gods. 

Christians only believe in 
one God.  
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Go on a Fact Hunt around the classroom and see if you can find the information you 
need to answer these questions! 
Go on a Fact Hunt around the classroom and see if you can find the information you 
need to answer these questions! 
1) Which day of the week was named after 

the Anglo-Saxon god Woden? 
2) Name two positions that an Anglo-Saxon 

might have been buried in: 

3) Who set up a monastery at Iona?  4) Who set up a monastery at Lindisfarne? 

5) Which Christian festival takes its name 
from the Anglo-Saxon goddess of Spring? 

6) Why did Christians bury their dead facing 
east to west? 

7) Name two Anglo-Saxon kings who 
became Christians: 

 

8) Where do Christians believe you go 
when you die? 

9) Name two things a pagan Anglo-Saxon 
might have had buried in their graves 
with them: 

10) Which is the only day of the week that 
was not named after an Anglo-Saxon 
god? 
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Go on a Fact Hunt around the classroom and see if you can find the information you 
need to answer these questions! 
Go on a Fact Hunt around the classroom and see if you can find the information you 
need to answer these questions! 

1) Name the six Anglo-Saxon gods that gave us the 
days of the week: 

2) Which day of the week is the only day that is not 
named after an Anglo-Saxon god? What is it 
named after instead? 

3) What kinds of objects might you find in a pagan 
Anglo-Saxon grave? 

4) Describe how pagan Anglo-Saxons laid out the 
dead in their graves: 

5) Who set up the monastery at Iona? 6) Describe how St Aidan helped the spread of 
Christianity in Britain: 

7) Who came over to Britain from Italy to convert the 
Anglo-Saxons? 

8) What ceremony did an Anglo-Saxon undertake 
when they became a Christian? 

9) Why didn’t Christians have objects in their graves 
like the pagan Anglo-Saxons? 

10) Describe how Christians laid out the dead in their 
graves: 

11) What festival did Anglo-Saxons celebrate in April 
which gave Christians the name for Easter? 

12) What were the names of the King of Kent and King 
of East Anglia who converted to Christianity? 

13) What would you say is the main difference in the 
beliefs of Anglo-Saxon pagans and Christians? 

14) Why did Christians want to convert the pagan 
Anglo-Saxons? 
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Before the Anglo-Saxons became Christians, they buried lots of objects in 
their graves. These objects tell us a lot about the Anglo-Saxons. What objects 
would you leave in your grave to tell archaeologists of the future about you? 
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Go on a Fact Hunt around the classroom and see if you can find the information you 
need to answer these questions! 
Go on a Fact Hunt around the classroom and see if you can find the information you 
need to answer these questions! 
1) Which day of the week was named after 

the Anglo-Saxon god Woden? 
2) Name two positions that an Anglo-Saxon 

might have been buried in: 

3) Who set up a monastery at Iona?  4) Who set up a monastery at Lindisfarne? 

5) Which Christian festival takes its name 
from the Anglo-Saxon goddess of Spring? 

6) Why did Christians bury their dead facing 
east to west? 

7) Name two Anglo-Saxon kings who 
became Christians: 

 

8) Where do Christians believe you go 
when you die? 

9) Name two things a pagan Anglo-Saxon 
might have had buried in their graves 
with them: 

10) Which is the only day of the week that 
was not named after an Anglo-Saxon 
god? 

Wednesday Crouched, on their side or on their 
front

St Columba St Aidan

Easter So that they were facing the Holy 
Land

Aethelbert of Kent
King Raedwald of East Anglia Heaven

E.g. pots, weapons, games and 
clothing Saturday



Name: _____________________________ Date: ____________________

Anglo-Saxons, Picts and Scots                                    Question Sheet B

Copyright © PlanBee Resources Ltd 2015                                                                                                                      www.planbee.com 

Go on a Fact Hunt around the classroom and see if you can find the information you 
need to answer these questions! 
Go on a Fact Hunt around the classroom and see if you can find the information you 
need to answer these questions! 

1) Name the six Anglo-Saxon gods that gave us the 
days of the week: 

2) Which day of the week is the only day that is not 
named after an Anglo-Saxon god? What is it 
named after instead? 

3) What kinds of objects might you find in a pagan 
Anglo-Saxon grave? 

4) Describe how pagan Anglo-Saxons laid out the 
dead in their graves: 

5) Who set up the monastery at Iona? 6) Describe how St Aidan helped the spread of 
Christianity in Britain: 

7) Who came over to Britain from Italy to convert the 
Anglo-Saxons? 

8) What ceremony did an Anglo-Saxon undertake 
when they became a Christian? 

9) Why didn’t Christians have objects in their graves 
like the pagan Anglo-Saxons? 

10) Describe how Christians laid out the dead in their 
graves: 

11) What festival did Anglo-Saxons celebrate in April 
which gave Christians the name for Easter? 

12) What were the names of the King of Kent and King 
of East Anglia who converted to Christianity? 

13) What would you say is the main difference in the 
beliefs of Anglo-Saxon pagans and Christians? 

14) Why did Christians want to convert the pagan 
Anglo-Saxons? 

Moon, Tiw, Woden, Thor, Frigg, Sun Saturday - it was named after the 
Roman god Saturn

E.g. pots, weapons, games and 
clothing

In lots of different positions, such 
as crouched, on their side or on 

their front

St Columba The monks of Iona converted 
many of the Scots to Christianity

St Augustine and a group of 
monks

They were baptised in a river or 
stream

Because they didn’t believe you 
needed objects in Heaven

They laid them out east to west so 
that they were facing the Holy 

Land

Eostre Aethelbert of Kent
King Raedwald of East Anglia

e.g. Anglo-Saxons believed in 
many gods whereas Christians 

believed in one God

So that the Anglo-Saxons would go 
to heaven instead of hell when 

they died


