
The Parables Jesus told (Key Stage 2) 
This learning Pack has been produced by the  Methodist  Church Religious Education Resources 

Project  for children in Key Stage 2 who are studying the RE Units 2.1, or 2.2 of the current 

Agreed Redbridge RE Syllabus  about Jesus and inspiration. It also revises KS1 work on  Unit 

1.3, ‘The stories of Jesus’. It can be issued to children at home due to the coronavirus restrictions 

or used as classroom worksheets. Children can read through it on their own or together with 

parents, thinking about the questions in red and maybe respond back to a teacher. 

 

Hi Everyone, 

My name is Carol Dawson and I work for the Methodist Churches 
in Ilford speaking to children about my religion, Christianity. I 
might normally be coming into your classroom now to talk about 
the parables Jesus told but I am sending this to you so you can 
learn about it at home instead. I have included some questions in 
red.  You can share your ideas or answer the questions by emailing 
your teacher who can pass them onto me. 

Carol Dawson (Methodist Church Schools Worker) 

Learning about the Parables Jesus told (KS2) 

So what is a 
parable? 

A parable is a simple 
story which has a 
special religious or 
moral meaning at the 
end.  People can learn 
from parables because 
stories are easy to 
remember and they 
remind us of things we 
do in our own lives. 

Jesus told many parables  as a way of teaching people important 

things about God and how we should live.  They are in the Bible —

the Holy book Christians use. 
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Yes, and there are over 30 parables Jesus told in 
the Bible. People sometimes disagree on the exact 
number because some are in the Bible twice, just 
slightly different. Here is just one of them. 

“So I get it — a story is a recount of  

something that happened or was made up but a parable is  

a story which has a special moral or religious meaning 

 at the end which we can learn from.” 

The Parable of the Two House Builders 

There was a good builder. He 

looked for a rock to build a 

house on.  He wanted the 

house to be strong.  It was 

hard work. 

The other builder didn’t 

work hard to make his 

house strong.  It was 

easier to build on sand.  

He was in a hurry to get 

finished. 

A big storm came. It 

rained and rained.  The 

water got deeper and 

deeper and crashed 

against the houses. 
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So Jesus told this parable to explain that his words, would be like a firm foundation.  

Do you think it could also have another meaning? 

Perhaps it could also mean that we need to understand our class lessons so it gives us 
a firm foundation for learning harder things as we go on in school, or that we should 
always try our best in all we do.  

What do you think? 

The water rushed past 

the house built on the 

sand.  All the sand 

washed away.  That 

house fell down. 

But the heavy rain and 

the rushing water did 

not move the house on 

the rock.  The builder 

knew his house was 

safe. 

This was a story Jesus 

told to teach us 

something important.  

Following Jesus is like 

having a safe rock to 

trust. 

Jesus said listen to my 

words and you will be 

strong like a house built 

on the rock. 
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Some people say that the parables of 
Jesus are like gifts to us or stories in a 
box.  

Every generation who hears a story 
makes up their own new special box (or 
ways to tell the story) which is relevant 
to their modern lives and the times they 
live in. 

Sometimes extra meanings are seen too. 

 

Could you make up a modern parable with a good message for how to live 
today? 

Or you could rewrite one from the Bible and make the message modern? 

I wonder if I 

 could rewrite this 
parable for the world 

today? 

 
The parable of the Good Samaritan. 

This is a very famous parable told by Jesus so you may have heard it before. 

It is about a traveller who is stripped of clothing, beaten, and left half dead 

alongside the road. First a priest and then a Levite comes by, but both avoid the 
man. Finally, a Samaritan stops to help the traveller. Samaritans and Jews despised 

each other, but the Samaritan helps the injured man. Jesus is described as telling 
the parable to answer a question from a lawyer, "who is my neighbour?". In reply, 

Jesus tells the parable, the conclusion is that the neighbour figure in the parable is 

the Samaritan who is the man who  shows mercy to the injured traveller whilst 
others passed by. Jesus then tells people to go and be like the Samaritan. 
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Samaritan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jesus
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Parable


I hope you have enjoyed finding out about the parables of Jesus.  There is a lot we can learn 

from them about how we should live today. 

Carol Dawson   (Methodist Church Schools Worker) 

Maybe you would want to draw your modern day parable in a storyboard like 
this below. 

There are a lot more parables in the Bible. These YouTube links will tell you 
more and include some stories for you to watch. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aSfm2xdKau4         Parable of the Good Samaritan    

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W6LwEW8jX9A      Parable of the Sower  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9LvvHXaKZPE          Parable of the Sower – lego version 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=094upaf4BME        Parable of the lost Sheep  
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